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Birthday Party For: 

Contact Person First & Last Name: 

Phone: Address: 

City, State, Zip: Email: 

Date Requested: Beginning/End Times of the Event: 
*2 hours maximum, including set up and tear down; All Birthday 
Parties must be scheduled to start no earlier than 11 am or end 
later than 3 pm, unless otherwise agreed upon. 

Number of Guests: 
*Maximum of 10 children and 3 adults 

Cost: $75 
*Payment is due at the time of agreement submission 

Birthday Party Package Includes: 
 

   The use of a private room for 2 hours including set up and clean up 
   Visit from a Special Animal Guest: Enjoy hands on time with one of our adorable shelter pets plus our Chief 

Feline Officer Freckles 
   The Birthday Party honoree gets to name our next adoptable pet 
   Selfie station with Freckles or an adoptable pet 

 
Prairie Paws Animal Shelter will not provide the following: 

Cake & drinks 
Plates, napkins, cups, cutlery 

Decorations 

I have read, understand and agree to the terms and conditions as set forth in the Birthday Party User Agreement. I 
understand that refunds, less a $5 administrative fee, will be granted for cancellations made 1 week or more prior to 
the party date. If cancellation notice is given less than 1 week in advance, a refund will not be granted and the entire 
party fee of $75 will be forfeited. Guests will come into contact with allergens such as pet hair and dander. I agree  
to be responsible for obtaining information from guests regarding allergies. Prairie Paws Animal Shelter staff will not be 
responsible for administering medications or providing modifications for limiting allergy exposures and guests with 
severe allergies should be accompanied by a family member. I agree to notify Prairie Paws in advance if a service dog 
will attend the program and understand that program modifications may be made. 

 
Printed Name of Parent/Legal Guardian     

 
Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian    Date    

*For Internal Office Use Only 
Agreed to For Prairie Paws Animal Shelter By: 

  Nora Gilmore: Community Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator   Date 

http://www.prairiepaws.org/
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Prairie Paws Animal Shelter Birthday Party Waiver of Liability 
 
 

I understand that it is my responsibility (or that of my parent/guardian/or sponsor) to be familiar with, understand, and 
follow the expectations set forth by Prairie Paws Animal Shelter (herein after referred to as PPAS). Further, I understand 
if I do not follow those expectations I may be asked to leave PPAS and refrain from returning in the future. 

 
I understand that no parent/guardian may be responsible for more than five (5) birthday guests under the age of 
eighteen (18). The ratio of parents/guardians to underage guests must be at least 1 adult per 5 children. 

 
I further understand that PPAS management and the Board of Directors reserves the right to limit the number of 
birthday guests present at PPAS at any one time. 

 
I understand that there are certain inherent risks involved in hosting a birthday party at PPAS including, but not limited 
to, animal bites, animal scratches, and possible exposure to zoonotic (transmissible from animal to human) diseases. 

 
While it is not the intention of PPAS to expose the public to any aggressive or ill animal, I consent that, due to unknown 
history of animals housed at PPAS, I will ask for assistance before approaching any animal that is unknown to me. 

 
I understand that, as a birthday party guest, I am ineligible to receive compensation of any kind in exchange for any task 
performed. 

 
I understand that by signing this Waiver of Liability that I am forfeiting my right to hold PPAS responsible for any event 
or injury that may occur as a result of my visit at PPAS. Should an event or injury occur, I agree to hold PPAS faultless 
from any and all claims, legal action and suits at law or in equity, which may hereafter be declared by me or another 
person acting on my behalf as a result of any activity performed at Prairie Paws Animal Shelter. 

 
Thanks So Much! - We know you have many choices when it comes to deciding where to celebrate life’s most important 
events. We are delighted that you chose Prairie Paws Animal Shelter. Questions? Please email Nora at 
nora.gilmore@prairiepaws.org 

 
 
 

Printed Name of Parent/Legal Guardian:    Date:    
 
 
 

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian:    

http://www.prairiepaws.org/
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Model Release 
 
 

For good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, hereby irrevocably authorize Prairie 

Paws Animal Shelter to use photographs of me and or my property and authorize him/(her/their and his/her/their 

assignees, licensees, legal representatives and transferees to use and publish (with or without my name, company 

name, or with a fictitious name) photographs, pictures, portraits or images herein described in any and all forms and 

media and in all manners including composite images or distorted representations, and the purposes of publicity, 

illustration, commercial art, advertising, publishing (including publishing in electronic form on CDs or internet websites), 

for any product or services, or other lawful uses as may be determined by the photographer or studio name here. I 

further waive any and all rights to review or approve any uses of the images, any written copy or finished product. These 

photographs/video  images  may  be  used  only  by  Prairie  Paws  Animal  Shelter  for  marketing  and  communication 

purposes. I am of full legal age and have read and fully understand the terms of this release. 
 
 
 

Model’s Signature:    Date:    
 
 
 

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian (if model is a minor):    

http://www.prairiepaws.org/
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Compassionate Conversation Discussion Tips --- Shelter Animal Interaction 
 

The following tips are designed to help you plan a positive and poignant discussion with your child about customary 
behavior around animals, particularly homeless Shelter animals. We’ll start with a few general points: 

 
Choose a quiet, uninterrupted time when you have the full attention of your child without the competition of TV, video 
games, radios and texting. Mealtimes and bedtime are good choices. 

 
Use soft, supportive tones and a welcoming demeanor so that your child remains attentive and engaged. 

 
Pause frequently throughout the discussion to ask questions that qualify the effectiveness of your words, i.e., “Does that 
make sense?” --- “What do you think about that?” --- “Any questions on that?” Non-threatening questions are great ways 
to assess if your words are connecting. 

 
Paraphrase your child’s responses. If your child responds to something you say, repeat his/her words/concepts back in a 
slightly different form to show you were listening. For example, if your child says, “I think that people should always 
adopt from a shelter instead of buying a pet from a pet store,” you might respond with, “I agree with you --- It is very 
responsible of you to think of the welfare of shelter animals who need homes by suggesting that people adopt rather 
than “buy” a companion animal.” 

 
With regard to discussion specifics, there are a few key points you may wish to consider: 

 
The most important concept you can communicate to your child regarding animal interaction, is empathy. And the 
easiest way to do that is to use the following words, “How would you feel if …” Empathy is when we understand how 
another person or animal feels. Once a child feels empathy, he or she can then move into compassion, which typically 
inspires action. So, to inspire empathy, consider watching an animal-themed program or movie with your child. When 
you see an animal in a difficult situation, gently ask your child, “Gosh, can you imagine how he/she feels! How would 
you feel if that were you?” You are asking your child to place him/herself into the experience of the animal --- a very 
effective empathy-building tool. You are also using gender for the animal, another humane, and very important, bridge 
builder! 

 
Bringing this full circle into our Shelter environment, in your pre-visit discussion you might say, “How do you think the 
shelter animals might feel if a group of kids stuck their hands into their kennels? How would you feel if someone stuck 
his/her hand into your bedroom window unexpectedly --- it’s the same isn’t it?” And your empathy bridge is officially 
under construction! 

 
And just a quick reminder to always use gender terms for animals. Animals are not an “it” --- they each have a gender 
along with individual personalities and backgrounds. Consider the feelings elicited by each of these very similar 
sentences. “I found a lost dog and took it to the shelter” vs. “I found a lost dog and took her to the shelter. Using gender 
in our discussions about animals is a very subtle way of building the bridge of empathy that creates compassionate kids - 
-- and repetition is key in creating consistent change! 

http://www.prairiepaws.org/
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Compassionate Conversation Discussion Tips --- Shelter Animal Interaction Continued 
 

Remind your child of the specifics of the event he/she will be attending. Specifically, no hands inserted through kennel 
or cage bars, no screaming around the animals, no running in the shelter, and no banging on the kitty kennel glass. Use 
the bridge of empathy to make your points, i.e., “How would you feel if …someone just showed up and banged on your 
bedroom window?” Gently remind them that Shelter animals are homeless and are waiting for the right family to adopt 
them, so it is important that they know they are safe and loved during their hopefully brief Shelter stay. 

 
And finally --- let your child know how very proud you are of him/her for their interest in learning more about how to 
help animals. The long term value of praising and acknowledging their great choices --- particularly about animals --- can 
never be minimized. And helping animals is always a GREAT choice! 

 
 
 

Thanks for Taking the Time to Create Compassionate Conversation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please return all documents included in this user agreement via email, fax, mail or in person to: Nora Gilmore 
nora.gilmore@prairiepaws.org   l   Prairie Paws Animal Shelter 3173 Hwy K68 Ottawa, KS 66067 l   Fax: (785) 242-7151 
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